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I am a mother of a loving child in the Detroit-Wayne County Community Mental system.  I have been through all of the Mental Health Systems processes from institutionalization thru the 258 Board thru the Wayne County Mental Health Board straight to the “New and Improved” “Managed Care System”.  I can say without reservation, of all the systems I have been in from Mississippi to Michigan, this is by far the most complex system I have ever seen.  
Let me tell you of my experience.  My son, my husband and I selected a program that we thought would be best suited and best appropriate to meet my son’s needs. The program we chose was an approved program within the “Your Choice” Managed Care system.   However, when we informed the Case Manager of our choice we were told that the program chosen was going out of business. Rather than to rush and choose another program, we decided to wait. 

When we returned home I decided to call the program director at the program we wanted to enroll our son in and tell her what we were told.  Needless to say she was unaware of the fact that the organization was going out of business. The Program Director stated she would call the Executive Director and call us back.  Needless to say, when she called me back she stated it was the first time the Executive Director had heard that the organization was going out of business as well.  Hum!

Moving On! I called the case manager who told me the program was going out of business. I informed her that I had spoken with the program director of “our program of choice” and that the program was not going out of business.  
She dismissed my comment and directed me to another program.  She stated that I had to try another program to keep my son’s services valid.  Because we did not want to lose our services I took my son to the recommended program(s) for a visit.  
At this time, I felt we were railroaded into a program that in my opinion was not appropriate for my child.  

To make matters worst during one of our visits someone broke into my car.
Completely frustrated by now with the entire process I returned home and called my original program of choice.  I asked the program director to find out why my son could not attend the program.  At that time she asked me to give her a few days to investigate.  

She called me back within three days and stated that the case manager denied saying those things to me and that my son would be enrolled in the “program of choice” within a few days.  I waited and waited.  Days turned into weeks and soon weeks turned into to months.  I spoke several times to the program director in our “program of choice” and she stated the case manager assured her that my son would soon be enrolled.  Needless to say this never happened.  When my husband threatened to go to the newspaper to report the horrific experience we were having the case manager did everything in her power to appease us.  
However, we were still refused the “program of choice”. After months of battling with the case manager and visiting other programs, we finally ended up sending our child to the program the case manager selected and not the “program of choice” in order to continue to receiving services.  
So! You may be wondering what ever happened to the “program of choice”.  Well, they are still in business however; I am still being told that the program is closed down and the agency has gone out of business.  
This is my song and this is my story.  Now, let me ask you a question. If this Managed Care/Your Choice system is supposed to be fueled by choice, whose choice is it?  
Respectfully Yours, 

Frustrated Mother  
October 3, 2005.




	

                     

	The number of persons born with autism is at a all time high?        1 in 500 birth are being diagnosed with some form of autism.

Scientists have identified a signature metabolic impairment or "biomarker" in autistic children that strongly suggests that these children would be susceptible to the harmful effects of mercury and other toxic chemical exposures (James 2004a).

downloaded http://www.ewg.org/reports/autism/execsumm.php

University Florida researchers have found that teaching fathers how to talk to and play with their autistic children in a home setting improved communication, increased the number of intelligible words the youngsters spoke by more than 50 percent and helped dads get more involved in their care. The findings were published in a recent issue of the journal Nursing Research. 
downloaded12/15/2005http://www.exploringautism.org/news/dad.htm

Federal law requires that state officials periodically screen Medicaid eligible children for health problems. If a child's screening identifies health problems, the law also requires the EPSDT program to provide necessary health care, diagnostic services and treatment that will correct or improve the health problems, even if the services are not routinely covered by State's Medicaid plan./downloaded 12/15/2005 http//www.autismohio.org/autism_
news/index.html
Learn more about Autism with this on-line video entitled Autism 101. 
Visit http://www.memoriesofhope.org/index2.html
Speaker: Anne Holmes 
Category: -ABA Therapy 
Video: 25 minutes.
Sponsored by: Doug Flutie Foundation 




Focuses on early symptoms of autism, so families who have concerns can seek appropriate evaluations. 






WAO The World Autism Organization (WAO), officially announced on November 21 1998 in Luxembourg, has for main goal to help making better the quality of life of autistic people and that of their families throughout the world.

This may take several aspects:
Actions for information and sensibilisations of national public instances as well as international organizations such as UNESCO, WHO, United Nations, etc. 

Sensibilisation of parents and of autistic people to participating at representative associations in their countries or to the formation of such associations, when they do not exist yet. 

Sensibilisation of professionals in the sectors of health and education to the specificity of the needs of autistic people. Foster interest for working with autistic people. 

Actions for initial and continued professional education and training in countries which mostly need it. Sharing information on a world-wide basis in order to enrich our knowledge through mutual experiences. From our working together will combine our strength and from that strength will come a better quality of life for autistic people and their families (Retrieved 1/26/2006 downloaded from: http://www. worldautism.org/)
CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA."Autism Safari - Exploring New Territories"

The 2nd World Congress on Autism is being hosted in Cape Town from October 30th till 2nd November 2006. (Retrieved 1/26/2006 from: http://www.worldautism.org/) 

One of the top destinations in the world and now you have a valid reason to book plane ticket!

So not only will this be a prime opportunity to be part of an extremely informative congress, but you will have direct access to rolling sandy beaches, extensive vineyards, the splendor of Table Mountain, an opportunity to visit Robben Island and the joy of feeling the warm sun on your face as you gaze in awe at the magnificence of Cape Town's beauty. Wet your appetite and view www.tourismcapetown.co.za Please visit www.autismcongress.com for full details and consider joining us in 2006!
Jill Stacey
National Director
Autism South Africa
P.O. Box 84209
Greenside. 2034
South Africa
Tel: +27 11 486 3696
Fax: +27 11 486 2619
E-mail: autismsa@iafrica.com
www.autism-sa.org
QUANTEC® and the Dolphin – Effect
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Louis Lee, Tak-Cho,
M.D., MBA, ND, MIFM, FCPM

Medical doctor at Kaoshiung-University, Taiwan and MBA at the University of Leicester, England.
He worked as a doctor and superintendent in various clinics in Taiwan. Today he belongs to the scientific advisory committee for renowned international medical companies and is director of the Beverly Clinic in Taipei, who focus on the combination of functional and naturopathic medicine.



Autism is described in the medical dictionary as „Contact behaviour disorder with mental introversion and isolation from surroundings”. Due to a lack of successful conventional treatment approaches other means have been investigated and found in the form of dolphin therapy. A study in Taiwan has shown that this “Dolphin – Effect” can be instrumentalised.
The difficulty with treating autistic children is that they don’t react to speech, signals or other attempts at communication from outside. They have retreated into an egocentric world and don’t consciously perceive their social surroundings. As a result the conventional forms of therapy are doomed to fail. Dolphins have however the ability to break through this barrier. Many parents of autistic children have reported wondrous progress after their children have had contact with the dolphins in the water. Retrieved 1/24/2006 downloaded from http://www.m-tec.ag/autismus_ und_instrumentelle_biokommun ikation.asp?lang=eng
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	The program services offered by Damon’s House is social/recreational activities with a major emphasis on maximizing adaptive capabilities, ameliorating challenging behaviors, and normalization through regularly scheduled support/services and family education.  The services are community based, explores and promotes the theory of inter-psychic skills that allows acceptance of those persons who are least understood in society, i.e. persons with special needs.  It ascribes to the belief that each person can achieve an improved level of functioning through the provision of individualized programming that is consistently extended in a safe environment.  The program is based on the theory that social interaction creates a context for helping people to develop their personal competencies, promote acceptance and enhance self-esteem which leads to a health self-concept.


	From The Editor: 
Lerrlyn Nelson, CEO

	Damon’s House Inc. is now accepting application for program enrollment.  Please call The Your Choice Program or Mrs. Baker at Goodwill Services (313) 964-3900 *8610 or Damon’s House, Inc. for more information.  This program services person with autism age 21 to 55 years of age and is open to all Wayne County residents. For more information on enrollment see www.damonshouse.org.     

	DO YOU HAVE YOUR AUTISM BLANKET? NOooo! 

Pleas contract Mrs. Newman at (313) 245-2731 or drop us a card with your payment and we will send your blanket to the listed address. Won’t you join us and help support services for persons with autism by purchasing your blanket today.  For a minimum donation of $100.00 dollars your family’s sir name will be embroiled on the blanket.  In addition, a plaque with your name engraved on it will be placed on our donor’s wall at our new location opening soon.  Won’t you support our efforts and order your blanket(s) today as we continue to support services for persons with autism. Together we can all do our part in ensuring appropriate services for our love ones.  Thanks for your continued support of Damon’s House Inc.   


	Damon’s House, Inc.

11900 E.McNichols
Detroit, MI 48205
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Who & What is Damon’s House, Inc.
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My child is not potty trained and its time for him/her to start school. How do I approach the subject with the teacher? 





The teachers assigned to work with your child should be certified to work with children who have a diagnosis of autism. A certified teacher will know how to handle the situation.  She/He already knows that these children develop at a much slower pace. She/He will appreciate you informing them of this information. I believe if the two of you work together to develop a regular schedule the potty training will go a lot smother and quicker.  Remember fifteen to twenty minutes after consuming food the body should want to release itself.  Take the child to the bathroom and sit them on the toilet.  Repeat this process until the child goes on their own.  This process is not going to happen over night.  It takes time and persistence.  Also, you can not allow the child to eat all day long.  When the child walks away from the table, remove the meal  





Does anyone have any info on cures or treatments for reducing rituals and obsessions in autistic children?





There are no known cures for treatment to reduce rituals and obsessions behaviors.  These are typical characteristics of persons with autism.  However, the key to reduce this type of behavior is to replace it with positives behavior.  I.e.:  If the child has a compulsion to always sort things.  The ideal work study activity or social activity is one that will allow the child to sort items or package manufacturing goods, if the child has a compulsion to clean, the child should be in a work study program that allows them to clean,  etc. 
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What are the early signs of autism?





If your baby otherwise seems to be growing and developing normally, then that is probably not a sign of autism. Among other normal � HYPERLINK "http://pediatrics.about.com/cs/growthdevelopment/a/child_dev.htm" �developmental milestones� that you would expect at this age include that your baby smiles, is usually comforted or soothed when she is picked up, follows objects past the midline of her face, make 'ooo' and 'aah' type cooing noises, and maybe has begin laughing.  You should definitely discuss it with your Pediatrician if you don't think your baby's behavior is normal though. 


Among the early signs and symptoms that parents and Pediatricians look for to alert them that a child needs further evaluation for autism include: 


not smiling by six months of age 


not babbling, pointing or using other gestures by 12 months 


not using single words by age 16 months 


not using two word phrases by 24 months 


having a regression in development, with any loss of language or social skills 


Infants with autism might also avoid eye contact, and as they get older, act as if they are unaware of when people come and go around them. 


Keep in mind that autism usually isn't diagnosed until about age 3, although some experts believe that some children begin to show subtle signs as early as six months of age. 





The question and answers in this section can be found by visiting : � HYPERLINK "http://pediatrics.about.com/mbiopage.htm" �Vincent Iannelli, M.D.�,


� HYPERLINK "http://pediatrics.about.com/b/a/257582.htm" ��http://pediatrics.about.com/b/a/257582.htm� downloaded 9/11/2006.
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	Perhaps the most difficult part of coping with autism is interacting with other people every day. Because the brain of a teen with autism works a little differently, learning to communicate can be like learning a foreign language. This can make it hard for people with autism to express themselves or for other people to understand them, so just talking with a classmate becomes stressful and frustrating. 





	Teens with autism may have to think constantly about how other people will perceive their actions and make a conscious effort to pay attention to social cues the rest of us handle without even thinking. Basically, it takes a lot of work for a person with autism to do what comes naturally to most people.   Don't expect a person with autism to look at things the same way you do. You should also realize that some behaviors you think are rude (like interrupting you when you're talking) come from the autistic teen's different perception of the world: It's tough for people who can't read social cues and recognize the natural pauses in a conversation to know when to jump in with their own thoughts. 


	


	The more understanding and supportive you are, the more enjoyable your time together will be. 


Despite all the day-to-day hurdles, though, many people with autism lead fulfilling, happy lives on their own or with help from friends and family. Most teens with autism like school, and some can attend regular classes with everyone else. They have individual tastes and enjoy different activities, just like you do. Some people with autism go on to vocational school or college, get married, and have successful careers. www.kidshealth.org/teen/diseases_ conditions/ learning/autism..html downloaded: 12/14/2005














�





�


The Staff of Damon’s House Inc. is planning a Walk-a-Thon for autism in the late summer of 2009. This event is designed to bring awareness about autism and programs available in the Metro Detroit Area.  To volunteer to be a part of this event please call Mrs. Newman and tell her what how you would like to help.  She may be reached by calling (313) 245-2731.    For sponsorship and vendor information please call Ms. Velisa Perry at (313) 598-0383 or email vlp101@aol.com.





THE PLANNED EVENT: The Autism Walk-a-Thon proceeds raised from this event will make an enormous contribution toward funding high quality social recreational programs and individual therapy sessions to children and adults with autism.   Call NOW and register to be a part of this planned event.


Official -Title Sponsorship Package - $250,000 BENEFITS


Official Co-Title Sponsor of Autism Telethon.


Licensing rights to use Official Title Sponsor of Autism Telethon 2009 on printed materials


Special acknowledgement at press conference 


Signage at designated press area for event





Gold Sponsorship Package - $100,000 BENEFITS


Official Gold Sponsor of Autism Telethon.


Licensing rights to use Associate Sponsor of Autism Telethon 2009 on printed materials


Special acknowledgement at press conference 


Signage at designated press area for event





Bronze Sponsorship Package - $25,000 BENEFITS


Official Bronze Sponsor of Autism Telethon 2009


Logo/Name added as Participating Sponsor on:


Participating Sponsorship Package - $12,500 BENEFITS


Official Participating Sponsor of Autism Telethon 2009 


Two (2) complimentary Autism Telethon 2006 registrants


Two (2) VIP passes for Autism Telethon 2009 and Concert


Logo/Name added as Participating Sponsor on:


Contributing Sponsorship Package - $5,000 BENEFITS


Official Contributing Sponsor of Autism Telethon 2009 


Name listed as Contributing Sponsor on:


All posters and flyers 


In the 60 page Autism Telethon 2009 Program (more than 100,000 distributed as an insert in the Local Newspaper before the Autism Telethon 2009 on Saturday.











About the Organization











Damon’s House Inc. was incorporated in September of 1992 in the State of Michigan and is a 501(c) 3 organization dedicated to the development and pursuit of understanding Autism and meeting the services needs of the individual w/autism and their families.





SO YOU ASK!





What is auditory training? 





Auditory training can be considered a form of sensory integration in which stimulation may sensitize or desensitize one or more senses. In theory, persons with autism have one or more of their senses impaired by trauma which manifest it self through chemical imbalances that have physical effects in an individual.  Through this training the stimulation to the nervous systems causes a reaction which simulates the senses and causes in some case a measurable reaction.   





	








Children pass through different phases of development.  For children with autism, there is no difference.  They too must pass through change of development.  Adolescence not only bring about changes for the child but also changes for you as the parent(s). Just remember, you too were once a teenager.  





This can be painful and uncomfortable time for members of the family because the child body takes on adult characteristics while they continue to act like little children.  During this time, acting out behavior increases/decreases, the child begins to develop individual habits or compulsive behavior, and sexual characteristics begin to surface.  





The fact that your child has autism complicates this phases of the child life because they do not understand what’s happening to them and this change can be very frightening.  If you have access to Psycho Social/Life Skill/Activities of Daily Living services do not hesitate to utilize these services.  If you do not have access to these services speak with the social worker at your child school and they will point you in the right direction.  





In addition, there are books and reports available on the internet and at you local book stores that can provide you with information on how to navigate this process.  As a Parent you must reach out for assistance during this phase in the child’s development.  Failure to seek help now can be very costly in the long run.





Although I am not an advocate of medication, medication may be helpful during the adolescent phase. In many cases a small dose can make a big difference in managing behavior.  The parent should have the child evaluated by a child psychiatrist who has experience in treating adolescents with Autism. I recommend caution when using medication.  Most medication has side effects.  The parent should use the medication sparingly and not become dependent on the medication.  Skill development and Social Activity intervention are the best treatment for behavior management. L. Nelson (2008)

















Autism is not treated with surgery or medicine (although some people with autism may take medicine to improve certain symptoms, like aggressive behavior or attention problems). Instead, people who have autism are taught skills that will help them do the things that are difficult for them. The best results are usually seen with children who begin treatment when they are very young, as soon as they are diagnosed. 





Special education programs that are tailored to the child's individual needs are usually the most effective form of treatment. These programs work on breaking down barriers by teaching the child to communicate (sometimes by pointing or using pictures or sign language) and to interact with others. Basic living skills, like how to cross a street safely or ask for directions, are also emphasized.


 


A treatment program might also include any of the following: speech therapy, physical therapy, music therapy, changes in diet, medication, occupational therapy, and hearing or vision therapy. The same specialists who helped diagnose the condition usually work together to come up with the best combination of therapies to use in addition to the educational program. 





By the time they are teens, people with autism may be taking regular classes, attending special classes at the high school level, or attending a special school because of ongoing behavioral problems. 





www.kidshealth.org/teen/diseases_ conditions/learning /autism.html…downloaded:12/14/2005





How Is Autism Treated?�





What Are Teens With Autism Like?





























Living With Autism





Sometime I Feel Alone Even In A Crowd
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